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With the discovery of the route round the Cape of Good
Hope and establishment of trade centres in Calicut and
the east coast of India, the importance of Gujrat declined.
With it declined the importance of the Rajputs in Indian
history. The rise of Maratha power synchronises with this
new development. The establishment of Portuguese, Dutch
and other European trade connections with India made
the control of the Indian Ocean one of the most important
factors in the economic life of India..

With the growth of European trade interests, the economic
life of the country flowed into new channels. The centres
of political life shifted to Madras and Calcutta. Soon
Rajputs and Marathas were both reduced to political
unimportance. The Marathas continued the struggle for a
century, but after the replacement of the Portuguese and
the Dutch by the French and the British as the main carriers
of Indo-European trade, they also gradually lost in import-
ance. The emergence of the port of Bombay, however,
assured that they would not fade away from the picture.
The history of the wars of the Rajputs and the Marathas
against Delhi has often been held up as a case of the struggle
between Hindus and Muslims on religious and communal
grounds. The above analysis suggests that such history
is, on the contrary, better explained on the hypothesis
that conflicts generate on the plane of material interest
and the introduction of religious or cultural elements is
fortuitous and accidental.

The urge for unity and continuity is also exhibited in
the development of Indian art in all its forms. Indian
culture, we have seen, was built on the principle of unity
in diversity. In religion, it led to an abstraction from
all outward phenomenon and the realisation in mystic
ecstasy of the identity of the self with God. When this
vision of the inner unity is gained, there is a return to the
world* The manifoldness of phenomena is then seen as the
significant manifestation of a fundamental unity. Archi-